Libor Bilek

| undertake voluntarily...
Residents, agents, informers and
others: Secret collaborators

of the State Security, 1945-1989

Perhaps every intelligence service
the world over make use of secret
collaborators. The reason is easy to
understand - in many cases it is the
only way to acquire the sought after
information from a particular suspect
milieu or closed group of people belie-
ved to be engaged in illegal activities.
The State Security (StB) - communist
also regarded a network of covert
collaborators (which on the Soviet
model it referred to as an “agency”)
as a highly important tool in its work.
The study outlines the development
of the political police force from the
beginnings of communism in Czecho-
slovakia until its fall.

Petr Placak

Who sang At the Tiger: Bedfich
Placak's table companions under
surveillance

Using the example of the famous At
the Golden Tiger pub in Prague, we
can illustrate one aspect of the sys-
tem of de facto blanket spying that the
Communists introduced on coming to
power and then continually developed
and refined. This study focuses on the
group that gathered around my father
Bedtich Placék and his close friend of
many years Otto Kli¢ka at their table
at the pub the Golden Tiger in the nor-
malisation period. Sufficient archival
materials have been preserved as to
allow for a reconstruction of the St-
B’s monitoring of that community.

Adam Zitek

Informer to two totalitarian
regimes: The life story of Bfetislav
Jeniéek

Many names that are quite well
known come up in connection with
the Communist regime. Among them
is that of Bi‘etislav Jeni¢ek, a Gestapo
informer whom we associate above
all with his “struggle against reac-
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tion” at the Nikolaj camp and at the
Jachymov uranium mines. While the
history of Nikolaj has been partly ex-
plored, the story of one of the main
initiators of those events, which
Bretislav Jeni¢ek was, has not. His
life reflects not just the tragic his-
tory that Czechoslovak society had
to endure but also the absurdity of
the Communist regime.

Jan Kalous

Against all odds

In connection with the 25th anniver-
sary of the collapse of communism
in the Czechoslovak Republic the
debate on the nature of the commu-
nist regime was opened once again.
Nowadays it is more than symptomatic
that some people distort and trivialize
many aspects, whether consciously or
unconsciously. The role of the State
Security (StB) in the structure of the
totalitarian state is one of them.

Mirek Vodrazka

The file as a fairytale source?
Comparing the assertions of ac-
tress Jitka Frantova with Security
Service Archive documents

In the middle of October 2015 the
website Aktualné.czreported that
the actress Jitka Frantova Pelikdnov4,
who was to receive a state honour from
President Zeman, had, according to StB
Archive documents, collaborated in
the 1960s with the StB secret police,
making use of her contacts on the the-
atre scene and trips abroad. Frantova
subsequently provided a statement to
Pravo and Novinky.cz in which she
declared that the reports were StB-
men’s fairytales and denied reporting
on colleagues, because for instance she
had never in her life seen Jan Werich.
She did indeed receive the state honour
at Prague Castle on 28 October. The
study explores the history of her col-
laboration with the StB.

Markéta DoleZalova
Borromeo nun Vojtécha Antonie
Hasmandova: Political prisoner

summaries

and fighter for religious rights and
freedoms

The life story of one of the most inte-
resting figures among the ranks of
female orders in post-war Czechoslo-
vakia, Vojtécha Antonie Hasmandovéa
from the Congregation of the Sisters of
Mercy of St. Borromeo, remains inspi-
rational today, in a period when reli-
gious rights as an element of common-
ly recognised human and civil rights
are again being trampled underfoot
by the newly rampant totalitarianism
threatening the democratic world.

Jan Dvoiak

The story of a sluggish courier:
Robert Sylten, an StB agent in
Israel

Robert Sylten was never significant
figure. Neither have his deeds entered
the history books in any notable way.
Nevertheless, his life story can by no
means be regarded as run-of-the-mill.
The troubled history of the 20 cen-
tury left a dramatic mark on his life
and in following the twists of fate in
Sylten’s life a number of the practices
of totalitarian regimes become very
clear to us. As this biographical study
reveals, Robert Sylten was in fact
a voluntary though not overly will-
ing agent of the StB in Israel.

Jan Placak

Painter-collaborator _

The work of Pfemysl Smid, painted
and spoken

Premysl Smid is a Czech painter and
an illustrator who joined the cultural
underground and an art scene during
the normalisation era. Unfortunately
not only as an artist, but also a secret
StB collaborator. Smid (under his cover
name Kovai) informed the State Secu-
rity (StB) on the anti-regime activities,
StB knew perfectly well what was going
on in the underground and his colla-
boration also led to the cancellation of
many illegal exhibitions. In a section
“Galerie” we present you not only his
work, but also his reports. (o]
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Jaroslav Michalka
ROKY V PEKLE
Vzpominky politického vézné z 50. let

Vzpominky politického vézné Jaroslava Michalky odkryvaji nezndmy piibéh, piipo-
minajici tragické obdobi nasich povéleénych déjin, s nimz jsme se zatim dostate¢né
nevyrovnali. Vojak z vychodni fronty, povalecny pracovnik kriminalni sluzby a ¢len
Ceskoslovenské socidlni demokracie byl vtazen do severomoravského monstrproce-
su s takzvanymi neprateli socialismu. Ve vySetfovaci vazbé ho bili a vyrazili mu zuby.
Vyhrozovali mu $ibenici. Nic mu neprokazali, presto byl odsouzen na dvacet pét let.
Propustén byl po necelych tiinacti letech. Kniha vysla i v elektronické verzi.
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Dvacaté sedmé cislo Securitas Imperii je vénovano 70. vyro¢i konce druhé svétové val-
ky. David Svoboda se vénuje vzniku Ukrajinské povstalecké armady (UPA) a pozadi
volyiiskych masakrti v roce 1943. Pavla Placha priblizuje valecné i povalecné osudy
prislusnic ¢eské (Ceskoslovenské) mensiny ve Vidni, které byly za svou odbojovou ¢in-
nost deportovany do koncentraéniho tabora Ravensbriick. Petr Kandk a Jan Vajskebr se
zabyvaji nacistickymi bezpecnostnimi slozkami a podobné téma si vybral i Jan Zumr,
ktery popisuje vznik, organizaci a ¢innost znojemského pluku Allgemeine-SS. Na Praz-
ské povstani a tast vlasovcii v ném se zaméiuje Pavel Zacek ve studii o tzv. sovétské
misi v Praze av dokumentech mapujicich spolupraci Vojenského velitelstvi Velké Prahy
s 1. pési divizi Ozbrojenych sil KONR. Téma pak symbolicky uzavira studie Michala
V. Simiinka o reflexi, dokumentaci a (ne)vysetiovani nacistické ,eutanazie“ v Ces-
koslovensku v letech 1945-1990. I toto ¢islo obsahuje recenze, anotace a zpravy
ze soucasného historického déni.
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Kazdodennost diktatury KSC na prikladu Sumperska
a Zabrezska vletech 1945-1960

Kniha prispiva k hlubsimu poznani procesu utvafeni nové spolecnosti v pohranici
éeskych zemi na piikladu Zabreiska a Sumperska v letech 1945 a# 1960. Zamétuje
se na strukturlni aspekty demografického vyvoje po druhé svétové valce a promény
komunistické diktatury, véetné jeji hluboké krize v letech 1953 az 1956. Srovnanim
dominantnich diskursti a kazdodenniho jazyka aktérd odhaluje zakladni hodnoty a ob-
razy, které vedly ke stabilizaci nebo naopak destabilizaci komunistického panstvi.
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statnich hranicich
v letech 1948-1989

Tereza Maskova, Vojtéch Ripka
ZELEZNA OPONA V CESKOSLOVENSKU

Usmrceni na ¢eskoslovenskych statnich hranicich 1948-1989

Kdo byli lidé usmrceni pfi pokusu o piechod hranice ¢eskoslovenské Zelezné opony?
Co je k prechodu hranice motivovalo? Ménila se podoba tohoto fenoménu v case?
Pokud ano, pro¢ a jak? Kdo nese odpovédnost za usmrcené a co se s témito viniky
stalo? Jaké jsou rozdily mezi zemémi byvalého sovétského bloku v pokusech o piechod
hranice, politice ochrany hranice ¢i percepci po roce 1990? Co bylo o ostraze hranice
obecné znamo, respektive co védéli ti, kteti se pokusili o jeji prechod? Tyto otazky se
snazi systematickym zptisobem zodpovidat predkladana studie. Spolu s knihou vznikla
také elektronicka aplikace: http://www.zelezna-opona.cz/.

Knihy si mizete koupit v knihovné Ustavu pro studium totalitnich rezimi
a prostiednictvim internetu na strdnkdch knihkupectvi Kosmas.cz
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